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TOWN OFFICERS, 1886. 


nome orn 


Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor, 


DANIEL A. COLBURN, GEORGE G. ANDREWS; 
JAMES G. WALKER. 


Town Clerk, 
JAMES B. MERRILL. 


Town Treasurer, 
JAMES B. MERRILL. 


Collector, 
JOHN J. BAKER. 


School Board, 


DAVID O. SMITH, DANIEL GAGE, 
KIMBALL WEBSTER. 


Supervisors, 
SILAS M. BLANCHARD, SIDNEY P. GOWING, 
MARK BATCHELDER. 


Fence Viewers, 
JOHN M. THOMPSON, ELI HAMBLET, 
TIMOTHY S. DONOHOE. 


Police Officers, 
DWIGHT E. MARTIN, LUCIUS F. ROBINSON. 


‘ 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1887. 


TAXES ASSESSED IN APRIL, 1886. 


Total amount assessed and committed to John 
J. Baker, collector, state, county, school, 


town and non-resident highway tax, $6,633 68 
Dog tax, 103 00. 
Total amount to collect, $6,736 68 
Total amount collected, interest not included, 5,870 00 


Total amount uncollected, $866 68 


RECEIPTS BY THE SELECTMEN. 


Received of the County of Hillborough 
for the support of county 
paupers, $826 25 
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~ 


Received of state treasurer, insurance 


tax for 1886, $® 20 25 
railroad tax, 1886, 401 46 
savings bank tax, 1886, 1,704 06 
literary fund, 110 08 
of Londonderry. for the relief 

of Wm. C. Chase, 538 24 
of W. P. Cummings for con- 

crete, 2 00 
for old plank, 1 50 
for town hearse house, 8 00 
for insurance rebate on school 

houses Nos. 9 and 10, 3 29 
for insurance on school house 

No. 7, 10 36 

_ for use of road machine from 
J. KF. Wilson, : B25 


of I. N. Smith, for town hearse, T:00 
‘ —— $2,650 T4 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paid state tax, $1,368 00 
county tax, 995 89 
—— -—— $2,363 89 


SCHOOL MONEY. 
Paid Kimball Webster, $1,707 08 
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SCHOOL HOUSE APPROPRIATION. 
Paid James B. Merrill, $1,000 00 


INTEREST ON NOTES. 


Paid Persis A. Merrill, $50 00 
Rebecca E. Newcomb, 34 00 
George T. Gowing, 34 00 
Daniel T. Gage, 42 78 
Emeline M. Cummings, 16 00 
Louisa M. Marsh, 32 00 
Martha W. Marsh, 20 00 
Amory Burnham, 102. 00 

——— $330 78 

Paid Austin Blodgett, Note and interest, 851 90 

$1,182 68 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid Frank P. Robinson, labor, $5 00 


Tyler Thomas, 6 28 64 
A. J. and I. A. Smith, 6 3 00 
Silas T. Steele, 66 ee) 
A.S. Andrews, ag 20 00 
J. F. Wilson, és 2 50 
L. F. Robinson, we Log 
O. O. Armstrong, - 16 67 


O. G. Hills, Mae 18 50 


~~ 


Paid S. M. Blanchard, 
D. A. Colburn, 
G. O. Sanders, 
C. E. Buttrick, 
I. A. Smith, 
Alfred Eaton, 
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labor, 


Geo. G. Andrews, cash paid for 
one-half repairs on bridge 
across Beaver Brook, 

James G. Walker, cash paid for 
cement pipe for culvert, 


I. W. Young, labor on culvert 


near John Gillis’, 


Charles W. Spalding, stone and 


labor on culvert near John 


Gillis’, 
Tyler Thomas, 
way near N. P. 
Tyler Thomas, 


— pipe, 


Berlin Iron Bridge Co., adjusting 


T. F. Bridge, 


Jesse $8. Weston, repairs on bridge, 
Wm. G. Butler, plank for bridge, 


widening high- 
Webster’s, 
laying cement 


S. D. Greeley, gravel, 


Cc 


James Ryan, labor and cash paid, 


E. Senter, stone 
at Eayrs’ Mills 

David Barnard, | 
at Eayrs’ Mills 

David Barnard, 


work on bridge 


’ 
abor on bridge 


9 
stone for bridge 


at Hayrs’ Mills, 


50 


50 


inl 
‘ 


8 


Paid Robert Graves, cash paid for use 


of derrick, 

Robert Graves, labor on bridge at 
Eayrs’ Mills, 

Elmer C, Winn, timber for bridge 
at Eayrs’ Mills, 

Silas T. Steele, stone work on 
bridge at Eayrs’ Mills, — 

Nathaniel Batchelder, concrete 
gutters near T. F bridge, 

Geo. W. Marshall, labor and cash 
paid on highway, 

S. D. Chandler, cement pipe for 
sewer near T. F. bridge, 

C. W. Stevens, stone for cess- 
pool near T. F. bridge, 

Morgan and Morgan, mason work 
on sewer, 
Charles Williams, sewer grate, 
Geo. P. Gilbert, labor on road 
machine with team, 29 days, 
W. P. Cummings, repairing road 
machine, 

C. B. Cole, repairing road ma- 
chine, 

Cook & Co., plank and posts, 

J. B. Merrill, snowing T. F. 
bridge, 

Henry Butler, labor on highway, 


196 00 


5 00 
1 50 
-——— $1,371 11 
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SUPPORT OF POOR OF THE TOWN. 
Paid Geo. G. Andrews, relief of Wm. C. 


Chase, | $35 24 
Geo. F. Wilson, board of Mrs. Wm. | 
Kelley, Wi O00 


County of Hillsborough, for support 

of Geo. A. Smith, from Sept. 15, , 

1885, to Sept. 21, 1886, 79 50 
Andrew J. Smith, for board and 

clothing of Daniel P. Corliss, to 

May 29, 1887, : 66 25 
County of Hillsborough, relief of 

Lima Burns, Sept. 15, 1885, to 

Sept. 15, 1886, Toro 
James B. Merrill, relief of J. E. 

Nichols’ family to March 1,1887, 96 00 
Moses Davis, coffin and robe for 


D. P. Corliss, 13 00 
I. N. Smith, digging grave for D. 

fr. Worliss, 1 00 
Sarah A. Gould, board of Mrs. Wm. 

Kelley, 39 00 
Geo. G. Andrews, taking pauper 

to county farm, 3 60 
A. J. Smith, board and nursing D. 

PIC OPES, 60 00 


Se ety SA CS 


SUPPORT-OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 
Paid Mark Batchelder, for board of Sarah 
Doyle, from Feb. 28, 1886, to 
Feb. 27, 1887, $78 00 


fe) 


Paid Fred F. Smith, board of Mrs. James 
Corliss, from Feb. 24, 1886, to 


Feb. 23, 1887, $78 00 
Geo. G. Andrews, expense of de- 

serted child, 4 00 
Geo. G. Andrews, relief of Mrs. 

Belle Martin, 56 00 
F. B. Perkins, medical attendance 

upon Mrs Belle Martin, 63 25 


TOWN OFFICERS 


Paid James B. Merrill, services as town 


clerk, $25 00 
_James B. Merrill, services as town 
treasurer, 25 00 


Daniel A. Colburn, services as se- 

lectman and overseer of the poor, 100 00 
George G. Andrews, services as se- 

lectman and overseer of the poor, 75 00 
James G. Walker, services as se- 

lectman and overseer of the poor, 45 00 
John M. Thompson, services as 


supervisor, 2 years, 15 00 
S. M. Blanchard, services as super- 

visor, 2 years, 15 00 
Edwin S. Gowing, services as su- 

pervisor, 2 years, 15 00: 


Kimball Webster, services of 
board of education, 60 00 


$279 25 
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_ Paid coh J. Baker, part payment for 
gs collecting taxes in 1886, 


Dwight E. Martin, services as po- 
| lice officer, 


"Paid Charles W. Spalding, for Sub 

- watering trough to March is 
1887, 

Alden Hills, for public water- 

- ing trough to March 1, 1827, 
A. & H.C. Robinson, for public 
watering trough to March 1, 
Eto 

J. E. & O. O. Armstrong, for 

public watering trough to 
March 1, 1887, 

Rufus E. Winn, for public water- 

‘hee ing trough to March 1, 1387, 

'- OD.O. Smith, for public water- 

ing trough to March 1, 1887, 

Robert S. Stewart, borrowed 

money, 

George B. French, for advice 
with town officers, 

aD. A. Colburn, cash paid, 

J. J. Baker, abatement of taxes” 
for 1886, 


70 00 


25 50 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


$3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 


3 00 


3 00 


100 00 — 


20 00 
BP 


28 95 
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$470 50 


Liz 


Paid J. J. Baker, printing tax bills 
and expenses to pay county 


tax, $2 85 
J.-J. Baker, non-resident high- | : 

way taxes worked out, 4 49 
B. A. Merrill, abatement of 

taxes In 1883-4-5, 30 90 
Kimball Webster, surveying, 5 00 
Barker & Bean, printing town 

reports, 31 50 
J. F. Wilson, stamps for mailing 

town reports, 3 25 
George G. Andrews, cash paid 

for stationery, 4 93 
William A. Batchelder, over-as- 

sessment, 2 94 
D. A. Colburn, cash paid for 

guide boards, 6 50 
R. M. Hills, damage to wagon, 3 00 
C. Richardson, insurance’ on 

school houses, Nos. 8 and 9, 12 00 
George G. Andrews, printing and 

postage, 1 50 
H. R. Wheeler, printing check 

lists, 5 00 
Osgood Hill, over-assessment, 1 22 
D. A. Coiburn, car fare to Con- 

cord to settle with state treas- 

urer, 2 42 
J. B. Merrill, returning births 

and deaths, 5 00 


Moses Davis, services with hearse 


at 14 funerals, . ob 00 


oe 


Paid A, J. Beciwood, services with 
hearse at 3 funerals, $12 00 


D. O. Smith, medical attendance 
upon Daniel Butler, 4 00 
_D. O. Smith, returning births 
and deaths, 2 50 
$367 86 
; CASE IN COURT. 
Paid James P. Cheever, damage a- 
warded by the jury, $73 50 
Witness fees and other expenses 
in Cheever case, 9%: 80 
George B. French, counsel in 
Cheever case, | 40 00 
| $211 05 
RECAPITULATION., 
Paid state and county tax, $2,363 89 
school money, 1,707 08 
- interest on notes, 330 78 
i Austin Blodgett, note and inter- 
est, 851 90 
highways and bridges, nis ba 8 
support and relief of town pau- 
pers, 472 94 


support and relief of connty pau- 
pers, 1 279 25 


Paid town officers, 
incidental expenses, 
school house appropriation, 
case in court, 


LIABILITIES. 


DEMAND NOTES. 


Persis A. Merrill, 
Louisa M. Marsh, 
Martha W. Marsh, 
Rebecca E. Newcomb, 
George T. Gowing, 
Daniel T. Gage, 
Emeline M. Cummings, 
Amory Burnham, 


$470 50 
367 86 
1,000 00 
211 05 


$1,250 00 
800 00 
500 00 
850 00 
850 00 
855 67 
400 00 

2,550 00 


Total amount of liabilities, $8,055 67 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


School money remaining in the treas-, 


ury and not appropriated, 


$241 84 


$9,426 39 


t5 
DUE FOR SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Due the County of Hillsborough for 

the board of George A. Smith from 

Sept. 21, 1886 to March 1, 1887, $34 50 
Due the County of Hiilsborough for 

the board of George Marshall from 

Nov. 12, 1886 to March 1, 1887, 23 15 
Due the County of Hillsborough for 

the relief of Lima Burns, from 


Sept. 21, 1886 to March 1, 1887, SUSDU 
Due Sarah A. Gould for board of Mrs. ; 
William Kelley, about 70 00 


————— $3,476 26 


ASSETS. 


Due from the County of Hillsborough 
for board of Mrs. James Corliss to : 
March 1, 1887, BBE 
Due from the County of Hillsborough 
for board of Sarah Doyle to March 


Oo 
SR if 
Cr 
—~I 


LP aS8T, Sri 
Due from the County of Hillsborough 

for expense of deserted child, 4 00 
Robert &. Stewart, two notes, 314 86 
Due on John J. Baker’s list, collector 

for 1886, 866 68 


Due on B. A. Merrill’s list, collector 
for 1885, interest not included, 80 34 


16 


Due on B. A. Merrill's list, collector " 
for 1883-4, interest not included, 15 88 
Cash in treasury, March 1, 1887, 1,894 94 
Total Assets, —-——. $3,247 TS 
Actual debt. of the town, $5,228 47 
Decrease of the debt for the yeare nd- 
ing Feb, 28, 1887, $513 93 


INVENTORY RETURNED TO THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE, MAY 1, 1886. - 


REAL ESTATE NOT INCLUDED. 


Polls, 

Horses, 

Oxen, 

Cows, 

Other neat stock, 
Sheep, 

Hogs, 

Carriages, 

Stock in banks, 
Money at interest, 
Stock in trade, 
Mills, ete., 


No. VALUE < 
290 | : 

286 $19,564 00 

24 1,692 00 

598 16,291 00 

104 2,050 00 

98 332 00 

20 128 00: 

16 1,330 00 

18,800 00 

16,654 00 

8,020 00 

4,500 00 


D. A. COLBURN, 
GEORGE G. ANDREWS, 
Selectmen of Hudson.. 


BaeAoURKR'S REPORT. 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 1887. 


To cash in the treasury, March 1, 1886, $2,059 99 
Received of Selectmen from State Treasurer ; 
Insurance tax, PA 8 Vay 
Railroad tax, 401 46 
Savings Bank tax, 1,704 06 
. Literary Fund, 110 08 
————_ $2,235 85 


Received of the Selectmen from Hills- 
borough Co., for relief of 


paupers, $326 25 
from Londonderry, Sp pee 
for concreting, 2 00 
for old plank sold, 1 50 
for hearse and hearse house 

sold, 15 00 
for insurance, and insurance re- 

bate on school houses, 13°65 
for use of road machine, end 


—— #414 89 


18 


Received of B. A. Merrill, collector for ~ 


1888-4-5. T55 00 
John J. Baker, collector for 
1886, 5,870 00 
— — $6,625 00 
‘Total amount of receipts, $11,335 73 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid State tax, $1,368 00 
County tax, 995 89 
——— $2,363 89 
Paid Austin Blodgett, note, $850 00 
Interest on town notes, 332 68 
—-—— $1,182 68 


Paid School district building committee, $1,000 00 
School board for schools the cur- 
rent year, 1,707 Oo 
—— —— $2,707 08 


Paid for damage to domestic animals 
by dogs, in 1885, 
J.S. Winn, 9 00 
A. E, Cummings, 5 40 


$14 40 


sd 


.Paid for miscellaneous orders drawn by 


the Selectmen, amounting to, yO kan be | 
Total disbursements, 9,440 76 
Cash in treasury March 1, 1887, $1,894 97 


JAMES B. MERRILL, 
Treasurer Town of Hudson. 


We have this day examined the accounts of James B. 
Merrill, treasurer of the town of Hudson, and find them cor- 
rectly cast and each payment properly vouched. 


D. A. COLBUBN, 
GEO. G. ANDREWS, 


Hudson, Feb. 25, 1887. 


Selectmen of Hudson. 


DATE. 
gan. 7, 


May 25, 


Sept. 8. 


DATE. 


Jan. 13, 
Mar. 13, 
Apr. 11: 
Apr.11; 
Mar. 13, 
May. 13, 
June 7, 
July 29, 
Aug. 9, 


Sept. 13, - 


Sept. 18, 
Oct. 14, 
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MARRIAGES 
Recorded in the town of Hudson, A. D., 1886. 


NAME. RESIDENCE. BIRTHPLACE. 


Charles L. Spaulding, 31 Hudson, Nashua, N. H. , 


Sarah B. Merrill, 22 Hudson, Hudson. 


Fred R. Marshall, 29 Hudson, - Hudson. 
Louisa W. Wheeler, 22 N. Ipswich. N. Ipswich. 


Frank P. Robinson. 86 Hudson. Hudson. 
Alecia A. Young. 26 Hudson. Hudson. 
BIRTHS . 
Recorded in the town of Hudson, A. D. 1886. 
NAMES. | PARENTS’ NAMES. 
Lydia B. Boles, Gilbert E. and Lizzie J. Boles. 
Carrie E. Gowing, Geo. T. and Ida E. Gowing. 
Sadie Rena Connell, James E. and Sadie Connell. 
Willie J. Gowing, Sidney P.and Clementine Gowing. 
Ila May Connell, Phillip H. and Hattie M. Connell. 
Leander C. Buttrick. Clifton E. and Ella F. Buttrick. 
Geo. C. Armstrong, Oscar O. and Nellie J. Armstrong. 
Fuller, Albert A. and Mary C, Fuller. 
Melvin, Tolford, Jr. and Ida S. Melvin. 
Holmes, Geo. L. and Maria A. J. Holmes. 
LewisA.Moumblow Lewis and Rosa Moumblow. 
Ernest C. Peach, William and Dora B, Peach. 
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DEATHS. 
Recorded in the town of Hudson A. D. 1886. 
DATE, NAMES. YEARS. MOS. DAYS. 

Jan. 18, Hannah Sparke, 86 10 21 
March 4, Catherine Hoffman, 100 | 
March 25, Lucy E. Blodgett, 50 8 15 
April 21, Mark Willoughby, dig: 5 
April 29, Belle Martin, 38 5" 
May 25, Gilman Andrews, T9 5 
May 28, James Cochran, OZ 

June 8, Robert D. Hill, 72 6 
July 19, Susan Spear, 79 11 
July 20, Polly Ladd Haselion, 88 4 
July 23, Daniel P. Corliss, 82 3 5) 
July 26, Mary Ann Fiske, 85 12 
Sept. 6, Charles Woods, 71 + 26 
Sept. 7, Margaret Smith, (me 8 27 
Sept. 13, Susannah B. Hill, 89 2 OG 
Sept. 27, Walter E. Nichols, 5 8 8 


Nov. 21, Phillip Connell, T4 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1887. 


DAVID O. SMITH, Term expires March, 1887. 
DANIEL GAGE, Term expires March, 1888. 
KIMBALL WEBSTER, Term expires, March, 1889. 


SCHOOL REPORI 


Fellow Citizens : 


We have the honor herewith to present our second annual 
report, under the present system, of the condition of the pub- 


lic schools of this town, covering the year ending March 1st, 
1887. 


FINANCIAL. 


The following is a summary of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the school money during the above mentioned period. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance in the hands of the treasurer 
of the board, as per last annual report, $26 74 


Received of Charles Smith, tuition, 1 00 
the town of Litchfleld, 17 23 
J.B. Merrill, town treasurer, 
Literary fund, 1886, 110 08 
School tax, 1886, 1,197 00 


Special school tax, 1886, 400 00 
——_—— $1,752 05 


of) 


EXPENDITURES. 


PAID TEACHERS’ SALARIES. 


Elizabeth B. Dodge, 
Edna .L Little, 

Eva A. Brown, 
Mattie M. De Wolfe, 
Lizzie J. Peaslee, 
William S. Harris, 
Emma E. Fairbanks, 
Mabel E. Rogers, 
Annie kK. Batchelder, 
Alice V. Flather, 
Nellie C. Fletcher, 


i] 


PAID TEACHERS 


Dayid O. Smith, ‘ 

J. F. Wilson, 

W. F. Winn, 

Daniel Gage, 

B. F. Willoughby, 
Nathaniel Wentworth, 
Emeline M. Cummings, 
G. P. Gilbert, 

J. E. Greeley, 

Angie G. Annis, 
William F. Boden, 
Charles W. Hill, 
FOAL. Bill, 

Elmer C. Winn, 


$109 00 
40 00 
40 00 
124 00 
155 00 
147 25 
40) 00 

124 00 
40 O90 
89 50 
84 00 
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$992 75 


$596 OT 
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PAID FOR FUEL. 


J. F. Wilson, $ 1 50 
W. F. Winn, «15 87 
Daniel Gage, 15:26 
B. F, Willoughby, 19 75 
H. bB. Taylor, 13 00 
J. K. Wheeler, ea 
G. P. Gilbert, 3 50 
Alphonso Robinson, 9 50 
F. A. Hill, 14 50 


PAID MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


W. F. Winn, repairs and supplies, #3. 70 
Daniel Gage, cleaning school house, ete., 1 20 
J. K. Wheeler, repairs, 2 83 
G. P. Gilbert, cleaning school house, + | 1 00 
F. A. Hill, repairs and supplies, 2 85 
R. W. Masgrove, printing notices, 70 
N. P. Webster, pail and dipper, 30 
H. R. Wheeler, printing,. 3 50 
N. P. Webster, supplies, 4 69 
M. V. B. Greene, clerk’s record book, 1 00 
Postage, stationery and other items, 1-91 

Teachers’ Salaries, $992 75 

Teachers’ Board, 526 97 

Fuel, 109 25 

Miscellaneous Items, 23 68 


Balance carried to new account, 


#109 25 


$23 68 


—— $1,652 65 


$99 40 
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SCHOOL PROPERTY. 


At the annual school meeting in March last, a vote was 
passed to purchase land and build a new school house in the 
north part of the town, near J. E. Greeley’s; a building com- 
mittee was chosen and money raised to pay the expenses of 
land and building. ‘The land was bought by the committee, 
the building contracted, and when approaching completion 
was totally destroyed by fire, of an incendiary origin, soon 
after midnight, Sunday morning, August 15th. 

As there was no insurance, this unfortunate circumstance 
caused a heavy loss to the contractors and some to the dis- 
trict. After considerable delay the contractors commenced 
to rebuild. 

Before the fire it had been arranged to have the schcol 
room completed in season for the fall term; but at the time of 
the commencement df the winter term, Dec. 6th, it was in an 
unfinished state, and in consequence the beginning of this 
school was delayed two weeks. 

We believe this is the most pleasant and convenient school 
room in town; and with the improved system of ventilation 
employed, calculated to equalize the heat in all parts of the 
room, and at the same time keep the atmosphere pure and 
wholesome; when the required out-buildings are completed 
and the grading of the grounds finished, it will be one of the 
most convenient, pleasant and healthful of New England 
country school houses. 

The old houses, No. 9 and 10, have been disposed of by 
the building committee, No. 9 having been taken down, and 
No. 10 sold. 

This leaves nine schcol houses in town, which with the 
exception of No. 2, are in a fairly comfortable condition. 
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Several, however, require painting, and are in need of some 
other minor rzpairs. 

The School Board having had no funds for repairs except 
the five per cent. of the school mouey allowed by law for that 
purpose, have made none, aside from some of a very trifling 
and unimportant character, and as the financial part of this 
report will show, have expended very little in that way. . 

It will be necessary hereafter that the’ district shall raise 
money for the purpose of keeping the school property in re- 
pair or the School Board will be obliged to use the five per 
cent. of the school money for that purpose. ; 

With one exception, No 8, all these houses have been 
‘used for school purposes the past year, one term only having 
been kept in No. 1. : 

“Nos. 1, 3, 5, 6, and 9 have modern seats and desks, while 
the old plank seats are retained in 2, 4, and 7. These last 
are very uncomfortable and inconvenient; and is it strange 
that complaints often reach us from children, surrounded at 
their homes, as nearly all are, with a variety of modern con- 
veniences to insure comfort and happiness, but who are 
obliged to occupy these relics of the past for nearly thirty 
hours of every week of the school year? : 

We do not presume to write a school report that will meet 
the approval of every person. Some-prefer one of considera- 
ble length; circumstantial and didactic in character; others are 
of the opinion it should be quite short, merely giving statis- 
tical and such other information as will meet the requirements 
of the law, and still others, who seem to believe that a report 
is of no consequence and might be consistantly ignored. It 
was doubtless the intention of the ‘General Court.” when 
the system of printed school reports was inaugurated and 
made obligatory, that they should be made as instructive, 


a 
suggestive and helpful as practicable and thereby be instru- 
ments or agencies calculated to awaken the attention of the 
citizens of each town and direct and stimulate thought upon 
some of the various phases and essential wants of their re- 
spective schools. As, under the present system, we have , 
but one district, and all citizens of both sexes are invited and 
expected to be present and vote at the annual meeting. It 
would seem that such information might be more easily and 
satisfactorily communicated in an oral manner than in a 
printed report. Should not every voter, especially every tax 
payer, and more particularly every father and mother, be will- 
ing to spend one day in the year in consultation or confer- 
ence, dispassionately receiving and imparting well digested 
thoughts upon some theme connected with the welfare of our 
schools and their own children? Fellow citizens, you have 
acted wisely and liberally in the past in granting appropria- 
tions for the support of our schools, and you deserve and 
haye received from various sources many warm commenda- 


tions. We trust this feeling will continue to be cherished, 


coupled with a hearty co-operation and a firm determination 
to make effectual every available instrumentality which will 
develope and secure those results which were anticipated by 
our fathers when they planted and reared the system of free 
schools, which has been so long the pride and joy of New 
England. ‘To accomplish this, the teachers and committee 


- must perform their respective duties with fidelity; but it must 


not be forgotton that the weight of responsibility rests upen 
the citizens, individually and collectively. There can be no 
better place, no time more opportune, no means more effec- 
tual to get our hearts and minds harmoniously attuned to our 
several responsible duties than a well conducted, good na- 
tured lively conference meeting at our annual district election. 
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Committees, teachers and scholars need the reflex stimulus 
which such a gathering is susceptible of begetting. Believing 
that there will be a hearty response to the above suggestions 
and invitation and that therefore, if thought desirable the 
Committee will have an opportunity to present some ideas 
which will be of practical use, we respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing brief report of the general work and progress of our 
schools. 

Nine teachers were present at the annual examination in 
April from whom we selected the number required. We 
were well pleased with the fitness and amplitude of their 
qualifications considering their age and amount of experience. 
At the close of the summer term, two of the number resigned 
having received calls from Nashua and one was obliged to 
leave her school in consequence of ill health. “ 

At the termination of the second term physical inability 
necessitated another resignation, and one transfer was effected 
by the committee. It has been the aim of the Board for the 
past two years, as it doubtless will be in the future to favor 
and encourage stability as far as is compatible with the best 
jnterests of the schools. Nevertheless, changes are often en- 
evitable and sometimes desirable. | 

Comparing the present status of our schools with the past, 
we can plainly discern advancement and many very encour- 
aging indications for the future. Yet our standard is quite 
too low, our zeal too cold, our efforts too feeble, our sense of 
individual responsibility too languid, our estimation of the 
worth of physical, moral and intellectual culture too dormant 
and grovelling. It is within our power to raise our schools to 
a point of excellence and perfectness that shall be pleasurable 
to us as individuals, and an honor to the town and state. 
Teachers, parents, children, shall this be done? ° 
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In the supervision of our schools the past year, we have en- 


deayored to perform the duties as watchmen and counsellors 


as faithfully as time, circumstances and ability permitted. 
As a whole there has been less friction, better order and more 
thorough work accomplished than in any recent year of the 
past. Teachers meetings were instituted and well sustained 
as long as the season was propitious. Much advantage can 
be mutually acquired by such gatherings. In addition to the 
common routine of studies, physiology has been taught oral- 
ly in an acceptable manner in most of our schools, and com- 
position, with one exception, has received an amount of at- 
tention somewhat commensurate with its importance. 

The younger classes in grammar are doing excellent work 
and we hope to see their attainments exemplified in the fu- 
ture in a practical manner by the writing of compositions. In 
this as in other branches, oral teaching is of inestimable ad- 
vantage and all teachers should cultivate a talent and genius 
for it. The youth is always captivated and inspired by a 
teacher that goes beyond the text book, and gives new life 
and light to what is too often the lifeless page. The majority 
of our schools are supplied with dictionaries. We have en- 
couraged and urged the importance of studying the meaning 
and accurate pronunciation of words; for this kind of knowl- 
edge upholds and increases the knowledge of our mother 
tongue, and in the end, that man in the United States is most 


thoroughly educated who has the most thorough mastery of 


English. 

A change without extra expense has been effected in the 
copy books for writing, to the manifest advantage of the 
scholars. Notwithstanding our efforts and injuuctions the 
classes made less progress in reading than in any other branch. 
We have better arithmeticians, better geographers, better 
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grammarians, better spellers, better writers than we have 
readers. An imperfection exists in this department of study, 
which can and should be remedied. A change of text books 
may possibly act as an incentive to renewed exertion on the 
part of teachers and scholars. This will be a proper theme 
for reflection and comment at our school meeting. 


More effort should be made to educate.the children in the > 


schools in a thorough knowledge of American history and in- 
stitutions. Young men and young ladies should be encour- 


aged to investigate these matters for themselves and should — 


be led to place a right estimate upon citizenship. Among 
these lines lies the work which chiefly needs to be done, and 
upon the effectiveness and thoroughness with which it is accom- 


plished will depend to a very considerable degree the fidelity — 


and intelligence with which the citizens, male and female, of 
the coming generations will cope with the formidable prob- 


lems which will pass for solution. 

Next to a hope of heaven in importance is good, robust 
health. An inspired writer, in corresponding with his friend 
says: “I wish above all things that thou mayest be in health 
and prosper as thy soul prospereth.” 

Standing between the parents, the committee and the 
children, renders the position of the teacher extremely hard 
to fill with satisfaction to all concerned. Hence, sympathy 
rather than harsh criticism, should ever be extended to the 
faithful teacher. 

But few of our school houses are properly ventilated, and 
our children and teachers are daily inhaling an impure and 


poisonous atmosphere, the teacher especially, as she is above 


the heads of the children. Is it strange that they have colds, 


coughs, hoarseness, weak and susceptible throats, headaches 


and that long catalogue of nervous derangements which ren- 
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der school work a drudgery and school life a burden ? 
Stagnant air is as dangerous as stagnant water! Fellow 
citizens. the proper ventilation and structures of our school 
houses demands our serious attention and action forthwith. 
If parents and teachers would use as much discrimination and 
wisdom in the nurture and training of a child as they would 
in raising and training a colt, we should have better results. 


TEACHERS EMPLOYED. 


No. 1, Miss Eva A. Brown, Nashua. 
2, Miss Edna L. Little, Nashua. 
2, Miss Annie E. Batchelder, Nashua. 
2, Mr. William S. Harris, Windham. 
3, Miss Mattie M. De Wolfe, Nashua. 
4, Miss Lizzie J. Peaslee, Nashua. 
5, Miss Elizabeth B. Dodge, Nashua. 
5, Miss Alice V. Flather, Nashua. 
6, Mr. William S. Harris. 
6, Miss Elizabeth B. Dodge. 
7, Miss Emma E. Fairbanks, Nashua. 
T, Miss Nellie ©. Fletcher, Sherborn, Mass. 
9, Miss Mabel E. Rogers, Nashua. 


MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE. 


Whole number of pupils registered, 214. 
Average number of scholars for the year, 158. 
Average daily attendance, . 138. 


Percentage of daily attendance,  ~ ,8919. 
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ROLL OF HONOR. 


Comprising the names of all scholars who have been present 
every half day that schoo] has been in session, without being 
tardy, during the year, for two terms, and for one term. 

Also designating those who have not been absent or tardy 
for two or more consecutive years including 1886, the number 
of years being shown by a figure following the name, thus (2). 


THE THREE TERMS. 


Smith, Osmon W. (2) Kennedy, Lottie B. (2) 
Wentworth, James G. Melvin, Estella J. (3) 
Smith, Cora E. (2) Wentworth, Kate S. 


TWO TERMS. 


Buttrick, George H. Armstrong Ola B. 
Campbell, Waldo B. Buttrick, Mabel S. 
Emerson, Harry D. E. Hall, Nellie E. 
Gage, Edwin S. Hill, Lida 
Smith, Perley B. Robinson, Hattie L. 
Thompson, George F. Thompson, Hattie E. 
Thompson, S. Emma Walker, Grace M. 
Winn, Lillian ; 
ONE TERM. | 
Barney, F. Carlton, Armstrong, Ada E. 
Berry, Herbert M. Boden, Hattie C. 
Boden, William S. Buttrick, Grace 
Campbell, Orman §S. Buttrick, Belle C. 
Center, Eugene D. Cole, Alice M. 
Campbell, Perley P. Hamblett, Bertha M. 


Davis, George W. Hamblett, Florence I. 
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Davis, Henry H. Marshall, Ida 
Dustin, Willis M. Marshall, Bertha 
Fowler, George H. Marshall, Minnie 
Gilbert Charles B. Morrison, Hellen M. 
Hall, Bennie B. A. Putnam, Florence E. 
Haselton, William C. Robinson, Leona M. 
Longa, Fred W. Robinson, Annie L. 
Morrison, Tyler P. Smith, Annie I. 
Martin, Kimball W. | Wiiloughby, Millie 
Marshall, William F. Webster, Mary N. 
Newcomb, Fred H. Shaw, Hermon O. 
Robinson, Frank Smith, Arthur W. 
Spalding, Walter H. Sullivan, Cornelius 
Winn, Frank A. Wilson, Arthur R. 


Neither absent or tardy for three consecutive years, 1; 
two years, 4; one year, 6; two terms, 15; one term, 42. 


SUPERVISION OF SCHOOLS. 


Number of visits by members of the School Board 
to the different schools during the year, 124. 
Visits by parents and others, ; ) 505. 


We have had two terms of ten weeks each, and one of 
eleven, making thirty-one weeks of school for the year. 

No. 9 having commenced two weeks later than the other 
schools, has not closed, at the time of writting this report; 
and No. 4 is being prolonged two weeks from the income of 
a fund owned by the old district. | 

Respectfully submitted, 


Davin O. SMmrirH, d 
DANIEL GAGE, School Board. 
KIMBALL WEBSTER, 


Hudson, Feb. 28, 1887, 
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